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Problem:	  	  tradi<onal	  standardiza<on	  

•  Change	  by	  commi)ee	  is	  ugly,	  costly,	  and	  slow	  
•  Example:	  	  Dublin	  Core,	  15	  cross-‐domain	  terms	  
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An	  alternate	  metadata	  universe	  

•  Vision:	  one	  dic<onary,	  one	  namespace	  
•  All	  research	  domains,	  any	  part	  of	  “metadata	  speech”	  
•  Names,	  values,	  units,	  rela<onships,	  ...	  	  
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yamz.net	  (yet	  another	  metadata	  zoo)	  
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Crowdsourcing,	  but	  with	  vo<ng	  
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vernacular	  
canonical	  
deprecated	  

Each	  term	  in	  
1	  of	  3	  classes	  

•  all	  terms	  are	  born	  here	  
•  these	  don’t	  evolve	  
•  terms	  available	  always	  

Each	  term	  gets	  a	  globally	  unique	  persistent	  iden<fier	  
	  	  	  	  	  term:	  oba	  
	  	  	  	  	  defini<on:	  	  other	  (Tagalog)	  
	  	  	  	  	  id:	  	  h)p:/n2t.net/ark:/99152/h1193	  
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Reputa<on-‐based	  vo<ng	  resists	  “gaming”	  

• Meritocracy:	  strong	  terms	  rise,	  weak	  terms	  decline	  
•  Lessons	  from	  StackOverflow,	  Internet	  standards,	  
and	  Wikipedia	  processes	  
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Using	  dic<onary	  terms	  
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Search	   found?	  

no	  

Use	  

Comment	  
Create	  and	  Share	  

Edit	  

Compete	  
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Yamz	  use	  cases	  –	  macro	  level	  
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1.  develop	  a	  controlled	  vocabulary	  
•  borrow,	  invent,	  share,	  publish	  list	  of	  term	  references	  

2.  create	  a	  pick	  list	  in	  sohware	  
•  same	  steps	  as	  in	  case	  1,	  but	  refer	  to	  yamz	  online	  for	  user	  
help	  (defini<ons	  and	  examples),	  then	  use	  the	  yamz	  API	  to	  
add	  terms	  on	  behalf	  of	  users	  

3.  add	  legacy	  vocabulary,	  and	  perhaps	  “correct”	  it	  
•  uploader	  only	  owns	  their	  version	  of	  terms	  
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Finally	  

•  Be)er,	  cheaper,	  faster	  metadata	  standardiza<on	  
•  Try	  it	  out	  at	  yamz.net	  

•  Code	  at	  h)ps://github.com/nassar/yamz	  	  
•  Persistent	  iden<fiers	  (ARKs)	  from	  EZID	  

•  Thanks	  to	  Jane	  Greenberg,	  Chris	  Pa)on,	  the	  NSF	  
DataONE	  project,	  and	  the	  Digital	  Library	  Federa<on	  
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THANK	  YOU!	  


